
 

Church volunteers help Enos Park group reclaim 

house 

By CHRIS DETTRO  
The State Journal-Register 

The 20 or so youthful visitors from Pennsylvania and Virginia were wearing gloves Friday afternoon, despite 

the 92-degree heat. 

They needed them because they were cleaning out an accumulation of trash, clothing and household goods — 

including dishes with food still in them — that had been simmering inside a vacant house at 843 N. Eighth St. 

for the past three years. 

The junior high students were from a Church of the Brethren national work camp and were in Springfield to do 

community service, including helping Enos Park Development LLC in emptying its recently purchased house. 

The house is on one of 60 properties purchased by Enos Park Development that it intends to upgrade. 

About 35 of the properties are open lots and 25 have structures on them, said Steve Combs, president of the 

Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association. Of those 25, about half are slated for rehabilitation, while 

the others will be demolished as part of the group’s efforts to revitalize the neighborhood. 

“We want to pass them on to new owners and new neighbors,” he said. “We’re fortunate the city is supporting 

us with TIF (tax increment financing) funds. We can control who comes in here and make sure they will abide 

by our own design standards. You end up with a good neighbor who takes pride in ownership.” 

The last tenants of the Eighth Street house locked out the owner, then took off about three years ago, said Mike 

Johnson, the former owner, who came to help clean up Friday. But after the tenants left, they came back and 

stole the copper plumbing, he said. 

He said he hadn’t been able to get a tenant to stay more than a few months since he started renting out the 

house. 

Rich Nornhold, a youth adviser for the Church of the Brethren in Bridgewater, Va., said the Springfield 

contingent is one of more than 15 work camps the church sponsors throughout the country. The First Church of 

the Brethren in Springfield is host to the students, who arrived Wednesday and leave Sunday. 

Nornhold said the group has helped out at St. John’s Breadline, Kumler Outreach Ministries and Helping 

Hands. The kids also picked up trash at other Enos Park Development properties. 

“We have the draw of being Lincoln’s home,” Combs said. “They’re tourists, too.” 

“Once the house is emptied, we can evaluate what needs to be done,” he said. 

Chris Dettro can be reached at 788-1510.  

http://www.brethren.org/
http://www.epnia.com/properties/blighted-properties/

