
WE HAVE A PLAN S P E C I A L  
P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

Next Neighborhood 
meeting Tuesday, 

November 9, 2010 
at 6:30 PM at the 
DOVE CENTER, St. 

John’s Hospital 
 

Report Crimes to 
Crime Stoppers and 
be      rewarded for 

tips that lead to 
arrest.   

Call 217-788-8234 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Did You Know? 2 

In the Neighborhood 3 

View from City Hall 4 

Living with Character 4 

In the Garden 5 

Community Health  
Corner 6 

At Home in the Park 12 

Medical District Report 7 

E n o s  P a r k  N e i g h b o r h o o d  I m p r o v e m e n t  A s s o c .  I n c .  

 

NOVEMBER 2010 Volume XX, Number 11 

 

Last year, the EPNIA began discussions 
with Mansur Real Estate of Indianapolis 
and Lakota Group of Chicago about 
working together on a master plan for 
the neighborhood. While the Mid-
Illinois Medical District had hired      
consultants several years ago to create 
their own master plan, it did not address 
the        residential areas other than to               
recommend strong, supporting neighbor-
hoods connected to the Medical District. 
For the first time, a group of experts    
specializing in land use planning,        
historic preservation, and residential   
redevelopment would look specifically 
at Enos Park and make recommenda-
tions based on the strengths and         
weaknesses of our neighborhood. 
 
After nearly a year of working with the 
City to secure the funding and design the 

parameters of the plan itself, the process 
was officially kicked off last April. Our 
“Dream Team,” as we have come to call 
them, has made numerous trips to 
Springfield to meet with focus groups on 
topics ranging from zoning to land use to 
historic preservation to tourism and 
much more. They have had several 
meetings with representatives from the 
Medical District as well as stakeholders 
from the city and other entities,           
including the Park District, the Art       
Association, the Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, and the Historic Sites Commis-
sion. They have looked at how to reha-
bilitate the architecturally significant 
houses in the neighborhood; how to 
build new homes on the many vacant 
lots scattered throughout; how to create 
a greenway linking Enos Park to 
Gehrmann Park; how to attract tourists 
by connecting our neighborhood to the 
Lincoln sites; how to create a heritage 
trail linking the Art Association and   
Edwards Place to the downtown area, 
and much, much more.  
 
We also know that while the Medical 
District has not had much impact on 
Enos Park to date, it has the potential to 
be a major catalyst for both residential 
and commercial redevelopment. The 
consultants have looked at how we can 
encourage employees from the various 
medical institutions to live in the midst ,  

 
See PLAN pg. 10   

Sixty-five guests attended the first public    
hearing of the Enos Park Master Plan. The 
final presentation of the plan will be held 
Tuesday, November 9th, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Dove Center, St. John's Hospital. 
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SHE’S BAAAACK….. 

If you’ve been falling behind on cutting your grass, 
allowing garbage to accumulate behind your house, or 
parking an unregistered vehicle in your back yard, 
watch out! We are pleased to report that Paula Zink, 
our favorite housing inspector, is once again            
patrolling Enos Park (as well as many other parts of 
the city). Many of you are aware that Paula was       
diagnosed with cancer earlier this year and has been 
on medical leave for a number of months while      
undergoing treatment. Last week, she informed us 
that she had been cleared to return to work, and we 
are so happy for Paula on both a personal and         
professional level. Plus, Enos Park just wasn’t the 
same without her! 
 
There are only four housing inspectors that cover the 
entire city of Springfield, so even with Paula on duty 
we still need your help in reporting nuisance          
properties and garbage or yard waste violations. You 
can call 787-ENOS 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to 
make a report and the information will be sent to   
Public Works, our Neighborhood Police Officer, and 
the EPNIA. This will help us keep track of problem 
properties and also look for patterns of similar        
offenses. And be sure to wave when you see Paula out 
and about again in the neighborhood! 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W  
By Michelle Higginbotham, Vice-President EPNIA 

What an Opportunity 
If You’re Looking … 
There may be other properties for 
rent or sale.  We invite property 
owners to use this feature.  This 
listing will be on our website at 
www.epnia.com.   

 
This feature is free to the public!  

 
Call 522-9381 to list your property. 

 
Business Space Available in Enos Park 
629 N 4th St. - 836-3387 (vacant lot) 
1181 N 4th St. - 523-5162 
1037 N 5th St. - 787-7215 
611 N 6th St. - 544-4002 
614 N 6th St. - 241-0202 
1123 N 8th St. - 899-9662 (tavern) 
701 N 9th St. - 553-7022 or 547-6650 
800 blk N 9th - 899-470 or 525-2112 (1.95 acres) 
802 N 9th St. - 547-6650 or 533-7022 
1135 N 9th St. - 726-0600 
726 E North Grand - 622-4919 or 525-2112 
825 E Carpenter - 753-2121 
716 E Enos - 725-4226 (tavern) 
700 E Miller - 494-6468 or 787-7215 
 
Houses for Rent in Enos Park 
717 N. 5th St. - 544-1459 
1177 N. 4th St. -  341-7656 or 741-6746 
 
Apartments for Rent in Enos Park 
1014 N 4th St. 
 
Houses/ Lots Available in Enos Park 
918 N 3rd St. - 525-2112 
1004 N. 3rd. St. - 971-9138 
1123 N. 3rd St. -  652-3959 or 787-7215 
1151 N 3rd St. - 899-9097 or 787-7215 
929 N 5th St. - 816-4191 
1001 N 5th St. - 816-4191 
1044 N 5th St. - 971-9138 
1050 N 5th St. - 971-9138 
1131 N. 5th St. -  638-9598 or 787-7000 
804 N 7th St. - 726-3261 or 547-6655 
1117 N 7th St. - 541-1308 (vacant lot w/small bldg.) 
1120 N 7th St. - 522-6133 
824 N 8th St. - 523-1223 
1005 N. 9th St. -  544-4002, 2 vacant lots 
 



In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 
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It’s that time of year again when people go shopping 
looking for those special gifts to buy for the           
Holidays.  Unfortunately, it’s also that time of year 
when criminals look for easy targets at busy retail 
stores.  Here are a couple of tips to help keep you safe 
as you shop. 
  
• Always be aware of your surroundings, looking 

for suspicious people and suspicious behavior. 
• Always take note of where you parked your car 

when in large parking lots, if you are unable to 
locate your car you may become confused and 
stressed, which may present you as an easier    
target to a criminal. 

• Shop in pairs, remember safety in numbers. 
• Avoid carrying a large amount of cash, try to 

carry your cash or wallet in your front pants 
pocket to help avoid having your money picked 
from your pocket. 

• Don’t leave your purchased items in your parked 
vehicle visible.  Try to hide your items or conceal 
them in your trunk. 

• Dress casual and comfortably, and avoid wearing 
expensive jewelry. 

• Beware of strangers approaching you for any    
reason, asking for gas money, asking for the time, 
etc.   

• Notify your credit card issuer immediately if your 
credit card is lost, or stolen.  Keep a record of all 
of your cards in a safe place at home. 

  
By following some of these simple tips you can      
reduce the chances of becoming a victim.   

 

Remember to always report suspicious activity!      
Police Emergency dial 911                                       

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

The rehabilitation and upgrading of Springfield’s 
Amtrak station will soon begin, now that a contract 
has been awarded for the work. Evans Construction 
has been selected by Amtrak to lead completion of 
this project. 
 
“We have been working toward this for a long time,” 
said Mayor Tim Davlin. “We have sought to upgrade 
the facility and add areas of green space so that     
travelers will have a positive experience when they 
pass through the station. Now that this bid has been 
awarded, we will see a time line established that will 
more clearly identify when each of these               
improvements will be made.” 
 
The Chicago to St. Louis rail corridor is one of the 
fastest growing routes in the country. Ridership has 
more than doubled over the past five years, and is up 
more than 13 percent this year alone topping 572,000 
riders. More and more people are deciding to take 
the train and leave their automobiles home.       
Springfield is the 49th most used station stop on the 
entire nationwide Amtrak system. More than 
190,000 people boarded or detrained in the Capital 
city during the fiscal year ending September 30th.  
 
“By renovating our Springfield Amtrak station, we 
will be providing a greatly improved gateway that 
will deliver a warm welcoming experience to        
travelers when they travel to our city,” Davlin added. 
 
The contract with Evans Construction will include a 
number of significant improvements to the building 
and its surroundings. Bruce Ferry of Ferry and      
Associates is the architect who also oversaw an     
earlier station rehabilitation project completed more 
than 20 years ago. This project includes resurfacing 
the parking lot, painting the station inside and out, 
refurbishing the artwork and historic benches,       
rebuilding the restrooms and improving building    
accessibility for people with disabilities, and         
remodeling a portion of the platform area to include 
more green space.  
 
The total cost of this project is slightly less than 
$680,000 and is being paid with a combination of 
Amtrak funds and the City’s investment of         
downtown tax increment financing funds. 

Visit us on the web 

www.EPNIA.com 
to learn more about the organization 

 
Report Nuisance Issues 

787-ENOS 

REHABILITATION OF SPRINGFIELD 
AMTRAK STATION MOVING FORWARD 
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Instead of breaking your back, raking and bagging 
your leaves this year, why not try mulching them, or if 
you're really ambitious, composting.  The dried leaves 
provide valuable nutrients for your grass.  Come 
spring and summer, you will have a healthier, greener 
lawn.  
 
All you have to do is run your lawn mower over your 
leaves to chop them into little pieces, so they'll be 
more easily absorbed into your lawn and soil. 
 
If you're really ambitious, start a compost heap or bin 
and pile your leaves together with other decomposing 
organic matter, such as shredded twigs and certain 
kitchen scraps.  After it decomposes, it makes         
excellent fertilizer.  For more information on      
mulching and composting, including a pamphlet on 
home composting, contact Springfield's Recycling 
Director, Wynne Coplea at 789-2327 or 
wynne.coplea@cwlp.com. 
 
Leaves and other yard waste account for nearly 20 per 
cent of all garbage in the United States.  It is time to 
lower this percentage, and you can help do this by 
mulching or composting. 
 
If you can't mulch or compost, or if you can mulch or 
compost some, but not all, your leaves, the City will 
provide its free leaf pick up from Monday, November 
1 to Friday, November 12th.  Put you leaves in a      

paper yard waste bag or cans marked: "YARD 
WASTE" at the curb by 7 a.m. on Monday of each 
week.  The cans can't weight more than 60 pounds.  
 
If you still have leaves after November 12th, your 
waste hauler will pick them up, but you must place 
them in yard waste bags in the same place your       
garbage is picked up.  You must affix a $1.50 waste 
hauler   sticker to each  bag.  If you don't affix the 
sticker, the waste hauler will still pick up the bags of 
leaves, but you will be billed $2 per bag.  
 
The sale of tobacco products to children under 18 has 
been prohibited for years by city ordinance. Now there 
is a new type of cigarette that doesn't contain tobacco, 
but emits almost all the dangerous substances inhaled 
into the lungs of tobacco smokers. 
 
Electronic cigarettes, sold by a number of  retailers in 
our city, emit nicotine, carcinogens and other toxic 
substances.  They are designed to look and feel just 
like cigarettes. When it is inhaled, a light at the end 
that's not in your mouth creates an orange glow that 
looks like  the end of a cigarette being inhaled.  When 
you exhale, it looks like smoke, but it is really water 
vapor mixed with poisonous chemicals.  
E-cigarettes are battery powered devices that deliver 
nicotine and other chemical to the user through a      
vaporized propylene glycol solution.  
 
To catch up our ordinances with this new technology, 
I introduced an ordinance, making the ban on the sale 
of  tobacco  products  to  minors  apply  to  electronic  

 See VIEW pg 7 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

We had a change of plan on one of our current projects 
and I thought it may be interesting to explain the way 
we framed the addition.  New rules and codes are     
being put in place that should improve cost and        
efficiency.  We are using 2x6 walls as opposed to 2x4 
walls to be able to meet the higher insulation guide-
lines which took effect this year, and even the framed 
corners can be insulated using this method.   We have 
also incorporated a light tube for no maintenance free 
light in area of no window according to the plan.  All 
lead paint was removed according to new lead laws 

that went into effect in May but will not be enforced 
until October if ever.  We will use green building 
guidelines (as we always have before they became 
vogue) to produce a project that will be easier and 
cheaper to maintain. And we have been very fortunate 
to have had enough work to hire two more men who 
were unemployed to help us.    

The author has completed over twenty-three whole 
house renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in 
the Enos Park area, and two projects have made it to 
The National Register of Historic Places earning him 
a place in National Register’s Who’s Who in               
Executives & Professionals. 

L i v i n g  w i t h  C h a r a c t e r  
By K.J. Knox 
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As of this writing (Oct. 20th), it has been very dry for 
the last two weeks. A few plants in some of the gardens 
I tend have collapsed from drought. It is important that 
perennials (not roses just yet), trees and shrubs go into 
winter well hydrated. On the plus side, October has 
given us some very mild temperatures — perfect for the 
beginning of fall cleanup. November is a big month for 
garden maintenance. Here’s what’s up: 
BULBS - can still be planted until the 15th. 
PERENNIALS - We can still plant container-grown 
plants until around the 20th. As for cutting back on      
perennial foliage for the winter, you can cut everything 
to the ground as it dies, leaving very little cleanup for 
the spring. Definitely cut back diseased or insect       
infested plants to avoid over-wintering of those        
problems. Plants that will be matted down flat by heavy 
snows or whipped about by winds can also be cut to 
ground level. The second method would be to leave 
enough plant material standing to provide winter       
interest, food and cover for wildlife. 
ROSES - old fashioned roses, miniature roses and any 
rose grown on its own roots (not grafted) are very toler-
ant of harsh winters. Hybrid teas (the most common 
type) usually suffer considerable damage. They should 
be protected. If rose cones are used, make sure cold air 
can circulate within the cone. The whole idea behind 
rose protection is to keep them frozen. Repeated freez-
ing and thawing is what kills them in winter. We should 
not be watering them at all by this time (rainfall will be 
enough moisture), allow the hips (seedheads) to form, 
loosely tie tall canes together to prevent whipping in the 
wind and dump a 14-16 inch hill of soil, compost or 
mulch down into the center of each plant to completely 
cover the crown. I do not recommend cutting back     
hybrid teas until spring. You can cut them back just 
enough to fit into the rose cone though. Climbers should 
not be pruned at all at this time. You can also hill-up 
their crowns. The time to protect roses for the winter is 
when the ground freezes and stays frozen — usually 
sometime between Thanksgiving and Dec. 15th. It varies 
with each year. 
SUMMER BULBS - cannas, dahlias, callas, gladiolus, 
etc., should be dug, dried and in storage by now. 
HARVEST - anything that’s left that frost hasn’t taken 
yet, such as brussel sprouts. Persimmons should be 
ready for harvest. 
LAWNS - continue to mow grass as long as it is      
growing. If you mow falling leaves regularly (even if 
the grass isn’t growing much) they will be ground into 

mulch and fall into the lawn to serve as food. That 
means little or no raking and bagging. Do your best to 
keep fallen leaves (especially wet ones) off new grass 
less than three months old. They can smother new turf, 
killing it within a week. If you feed your lawn four 
times a year, feed for the last time after growth and 
mowing have stopped. You can still lay sod up until 
Nov. 15th at the latest. 
MULCH - flower beds, vegetable beds, shrubs or 
trees — any planting can be mulched now.           
Strawberry beds should be mulched with leaves or 
straw. 
COMPOST - top dress flowerbeds before mulching 
is applied. Incorporate compost into vegetable beds. 
Shredded leaves make excellent compost (leaf mold). 
Lawnmowers shred them very finely, allowing for 
rapid decomposition. 
WATER - It’s important that all plants (except 
roses), especially trees and shrubs go into winter    
dormancy with adequate water. The water is not used 
to produce leaves, fruit or food, as happens the rest of 
the year — but is taken up and lost through twigs, 
branches and buds during the winter. Trees and 
shrubs that are too dry during the winter show        
dieback of twigs and buds in the spring. 
CLEAN UP - sharpen and repair garden tools before 
storing them for the winter. Having your lawnmower 
serviced after fall cleanup (late November) avoids the 
rush to have it done in the spring when most everyone 
else needs it done too. Yours will be “ready to go”! 
Store garden chemicals in a safe place where they will 
not freeze. 
GET OUT - the birdfeeders, clean them and stock up 
on birdseed and related supplies. Get out and see the 
amazing colors this month. 
LEAVE OUT - the barbecue grill when you can     
easily use it this fall and winter. It’s great to have 
grilled food at dinner when it’s frigid and snow is 
blanketing the ground. 
PLAN - changes for next year. Jot your ideas down, 
sketch them now on graph paper so you can refer to 
them later. Make lists from garden catalogs of the 
seeds you want to order in January. If you’re having a 
live Christmas tree this year, dig a hole for it before 
the ground freezes. Store the soil in a place where it 
will not freeze, for easy planting. Live trees left        
outdoors in winter, to be planted in spring, rarely     
survive. 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial 
beds and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park 
Botanical Gardens for 11 years. 
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Picky Eaters 
 
Being a picky eater is a natural part of being a toddler. 
Dr. Ahsish John and Dr. Teena John, pediatricians at 
Koke Mill Medical Associates, offer a few practical 
tips for parents to help their children build a strong 
nutritional foundation while dealing with the 
‘pickiness’ along the way. 
 
1. If at first you don’t succeed, try try again.        
Toddlers may need repeated trials of different types of 
foods, so if they don’t eat something the first time you 
offer it, offer it again…and again. Try not to respond 
to their reaction of the food, no matter what it may be, 
and never react with anger or force them to eat it.     
After repeated trials, they may just surprise you. 
 
2. Short order cooks not allowed. Your toddler eats 
what everyone else does, or they eat nothing at all. 
Parents can certainly make their child’s meals ‘kid 
friendly’ by cutting out different shapes or colorful 
arrangements but  cooking them a separate meal will 
only encourage picky eating. 
 
3. Make meal times enjoyable. Encourage family 
meal times so your child can see you enjoying the 
foods that they are eating. Minimize distractions by 
turning off the TV and avoiding books and games at 
the table. Try to serve meals and snacks at the same 
time each day so your child knows what to anticipate, 
and always try to make meal times as calm as         
possible. 
 
4. Recruit your child's help. Take your child on your 
weekly grocery trips. Have them help you select 
fruits, vegetables and other healthy foods. Point out 
various colors and shapes to make the trip interesting 
and fun. This should help increase your child’s       
enthusiasm about food in general. Encourage them to 
help you prepare the food and set the table. If you are 
really motivated, start a vegetable next spring and 
recruit your child’s help. 
 
Remember, ‘picky eating’ is usually just a normal 
stage of development. As a parent this can be a      

frustrating period but by following the above practical 
tips, being a good role model and remembering the 
phrase ‘this too shall pass,” you’ll make it 
through! Keep in mind though, at any point if you 
become concerned that your children’s eating          
habits are adversely affecting their growth and         
development, contact your pediatrician or family    
doctor. 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 
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View from Pg. 4 
 
cigarettes as well.  Suffolk County, New York and a 
handful of states already do this.  It is backed by the 
Sangamon County Medical Society, which played a 
crucial role in the enactment of the public smoking 
ban.  Our city should be second to none in protecting 
our children and youth.  

 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

Mid-Illinois Medical District Commission met October 
21, 2010, at the Capital City Center, 130 W. Mason, 
Springfield. President Mike Boer was in charge of the 
meeting. There was not a quorum so no official action 
could take place. 
 
Jim Moll from Hanson Professional Services gave a 
very informative presentation about the Environmental 
Impact Study of the railroads in Springfield, in prepara-
tion for the High Speed Rail project. It is not complete 
yet. There will be a public information meeting at the 
PCCC November 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
 
One of the questions asked was “Who pays for the   
project to get the rail corridor that’s chosen to be      
upgraded for the necessary rail traffic?” That has not 
been determined at this time. It is a definite conclusion 
that rail traffic will increase dramatically in the near 
future. Many more freight trains are predicted. The 
MIMD members have concluded that the abandonment 
of the 3rd Street corridor would be most desirable. Rail 
traffic on 3rd Street would preclude any further           
development of the medical facilities in this area. 
 
Boer promised that any more documents regarding the 
EIS would be made available to the Commissioners. 
 
Plans are proceeding regarding the Model Gateway 
Signage since the October 6 decision to place $5,000 in 
escrow for the insurance maintenance of the signs. This 
was a result of Brad Schaive’s offer for his union to 
pay for the insurance. Boer has a meeting scheduled 

with Mike Farmer to discuss the installation of the 
signage. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission will be November 
18 at the Capital City Center. 

M e d i c a l  D i s t r i c t  
C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  
 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

 

BRAHLER 
TIRE & AUTO CENTERS 

252 S Dirksen Pkwy   7th & N. Grand 

 

1950 N Dirksen Pkwy           6th & Spruce 

 

1031 W. Jefferson   

1557 W. Wabash 

 www.thinkBRAHLER.com 



P a g e  8   

Memorial's Festival of Trees started in 1989 as an 
event to benefit the healthcare programs offered by 
Memorial Medical Center. Since then, the Festival 
has raised more than $2.4 million dollars for health-
care and has become the single largest family-
oriented holiday tradition in central Illinois. 
 
Each year, hundreds of talented local designers and 
volunteers transform the Orr Building at the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds in Springfield into a winter wonder-
land of exquisitely decorated showcases, trees, 
wreaths and swags. 
 
Take a ride on the sparkling Candy Cane Express 
train, sized perfectly for anyone who is young at 
heart. Complete with a conductor and crossing gates, 
the train winds around a Gingerbread Village full of 
handmade creations, meticulously crafted of all things 
edible. 
 
Delight in watching the joy on children's faces as they 
visit with Santa and make a craft for someone special. 
Listen to the merry melodies of dozens of instrumen-
tal and vocal performers, ranging from bagpipers to 
award-winning student choirs. 
 
Nibble on scrumptious iced gingerbread cookies, or 
satisfy your hunger at the Holiday Kitchen. The      
Holiday Market offers hundreds of unique gift items 
and is a lovely place to shop for family and friends 
and yes, even indulge oneself. 
 
This holiday extravaganza is open daily during the 
week of Thanksgiving. With annual attendance of 
approximately 30,000, the Festival offers a fun-filled 
kaleidoscope of holiday sights, sounds and scents you 
won't forget. 
 
Spark your holiday spirit at Memorial's Festival of 
Trees! 

The Enos Park Banner 
 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th 
St. Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday 
of each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, 
call 522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       
522-3060.  The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

2010 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, president …………..…. 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, vice pres. …..553-4629 
Diane Combs, secretary …..………… 494-6658 
Fletcher Farrar, treasurer ……………. 523-2801 
Bryan Allen, director ……………..…. 416-5294 
Dennis Chrans, director ……………..  544-1464 
Jack Kriel, director ………………….  546-5157 
Ed Kubiak, director …………………. 544-4113 
Linda Maier, director ………………..  547-5526 
Cynthia Mehl, director ………………. 753-2680 
Rick Mehl, director ………………….. 753-2680 
Maureen Mulhall, director ………..…. 638-8175 
Dennis Musser, director …...………… 528-7106 
Andy Anderson, advisory director ……528-9107 
Marilyn Piland, executive director …..   522-9381 

Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 

Paint Brush Award 

Nomination 

 

908 N 4th St. 
 

Each month it is possible to nominate a home for the Paint 
Brush Award.  Then in January, the Board selects the   
property among monthly nominees for the Golden Paint 
Brush Award.  Nominations are always welcome.  Please 
be on the lookout for outstanding homes in your area. 

MEMORIAL’S 21st ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL OF TREES 

For more information, call the        
Festival of Trees office at  

(217) 788-4301 



Memorial Health System was one of 31 organizations 
from around the world to receive a BEST Award from 
the American Society for Training and Development 
(ASTD). 
 
The BEST awards recognize organizations that       
consistently and efficiently demonstrate success in 
employee learning and development throughout all 
levels of their organizations. The 31 chosen organiza-
tions excel in creating innovative learning cultures 
that clearly align with strategic business goals,        
according to the ASTD. 
 
For Memorial, that involves making sure that 

“learning and development are connected to our 
strategies and grounded in the needs of our organiza-
tion,” according to Aimee Stash, system administrator 
for organization development with Memorial Health 
System. 
 
“Making sure we meet and exceed the learning needs 
of employees throughout the health system is vital to 
ensure we are fulfilling our mission to improve the 
health of the people and communities we serve,” 
Stash said. Employee education, for example, has 
helped increase patient satisfaction as well as reduce 
the employee turnover rate, she said. 
 
Memorial Health System was ranked 11th of the 31 
recognized organizations. 
 
The ASTD’s BEST Awards “are the training          
industry’s most rigorous and coveted recognition,” 
said Tony Bingham, the organization’s president and 
CEO. “These organizations demonstrate their        
commitment to workplace learning and development 
even during a challenging economic climate.” 
 
Memorial Health System was among more than 100 
organizations in nine countries vying for this year’s 
BEST Award. Organizations submitted detailed      
applications about their learning and development 
practices and program. Applications were assessed in 
a blind review by a select group of experts in the 
learning and development field, according to the 
ASTD, the world’s largest association dedicated to 
the training and development field. 
 
Memorial Health System’s six affiliates include three 
hospitals – Memorial Medical Center in Springfield, 
Abraham Lincoln Memorial Hospital in Lincoln and 
Taylorville Memorial Hospital – and Memorial Home 
Services, Mental Health Centers of Central Illinois 
and Memorial Physician Services. 
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Find Financial Peace - Call Bryan Allen 
Financial Peace University Master Facilitator 

 

217-416-5294 

Classes begin early 2011 

Memorial Health System Earns Award for Employee Education 

Aimee Stash, system 
administrator for  

organizational  
Development 
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of multi-million dollar construction projects, and their 
site selection and facility development will have a 
huge impact on the future connectivity to the 
neighborhood. 
 
If all of this sounds like a lot to take into considera-
tion, it is. The creation of the master plan has          
involved so much more than drawing pretty pictures 
and coming up with hypothetical scenarios. The plan 
has been designed with an eye towards implementa-
tion; while we know there is no way to wave a magic 
wand, we want to make sure that the recommenda-
tions outlined in the plan are feasible enough to       
implement down the road. This is not a plan that is 
meant to sit on a shelf collecting dust; this plan is a 
road map that will show us how to get to where we 
want to be in the next 5-10 years. We all know what 
the final destination looks like, but how we get from 
Point A to Point B is the big question. 
 
Having a formal master plan will also open doors for 
us in terms of working at the city, state, and federal 

levels. We will need the city’s cooperation on issues 
such as zoning overlays, changing traffic patterns, use 
of TIF funds, etc. We will need to work at the state 
and federal level to access funds available for 
neighborhood redevelopment, historic preservation, 
streetscape, and more. Having a professional plan that 
clearly outlines our current conditions and             
demonstrates where we plan to go and how we plan to 
get there is critical for being able to tap into grants 
and other funding sources. We have already created 
Enos Park Development, LLC as a preliminary step to 
having an entity that can be used to access various 
government funding sources. While it is currently 
made up of volunteers, we definitely see ourselves 
having paid staff in the future as we expand our 
scope, and we have already started looking into a 
partnership with AmeriCorps that would pay for a 
college student to help us with some of the              
administrative tasks. Down the road, we might have 
an executive director to oversee the day-to-day         
operations of the organization, or a marketing director 
who         promotes special events and tourism, or a 
real estate person who brings in developers and       
contractors to work with us….the possibilities are 
endless. 
 
We hope you will join us on Tuesday, November 9 
for the formal presentation of the mater plan. Mansur 
and Lakota will be distributing briefing books to the 
aldermen at the Committee of the Whole meeting and 
walking the council members through a broad over-
view of the plan. We will then have a public meeting 
at the Dove Center at 6:30 p.m. where everyone will 
have a chance to view the plan and ask questions of 
the consultants. It will be the culmination of many 
months of discussion, brainstorming, researching, and 
planning….and then the real work will begin!  

Enos Park's tunnel of lights lining North 5th and 6th Streets 
are just part of the infrastructure changes in place for the 
revitalization of the neighborhood's unique and historic 
houses. 
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Handling Finances is the most common issue faced by 
all individuals, may you be a student or a white or 
blue collar employee. Logically speaking, the higher 
your earnings, the higher will be your expenses. You 
may be financially capable but you still need to be 
aware of your expenses so that you can properly    
manage your money. Handling finances requires Self 
Development. You may be wondering why this is so, 
let me enlighten you with their correlation.  

To manage your finances appropriately, you must 
build up your Self Development or attitude in         
handling finances. Below are two Self Development 
characteristics to consider. 

Budget wisely – Spending intelligently initiate with 
analyzing our life style and deciding what will bring 
us lifelong contentment and satisfaction. Planning 
how to budget your money wisely is significant as 
this is your key to spending your money sensibly.   
Prepare a budget planner, biweekly or monthly, Write 
down the actual income and the expenses and         
calculate the difference. Buy the things that you need 
most, buying inexpensive items is not bad at all. 
There are quality things out there that can be bought 
in a low price; it’s just a matter of finding them. Make 

sure to list all the things that you need before   going 
to a grocery store because if you don’t most likely 
you’ll going to buy more than you need and that     
results to excess spending. Never ever disregard the 
“unseen” cost. The “Unseen” costs are the money we 
spend for small things every day. When we sum this 
all up, it consumes almost one fourth of our income. 
Pay bills on time, to avoid late charges. If you have 
superfluous funds left, start saving a little each month. 
In a year, it can accumulate to hundreds or thousands 
savings. 

Self Discipline - It is important to have this disposi-
tion. We must check our spending habits. Always 
make sure that our hard earned money will be spent to 
rational expenditure. List separately your needs to 
your wants; always remember that the needs always 
come first when it comes to financial plan. Invest only 
in products and services that you believe you’re     
passionate about and you can use long term. Avoid 
buying on impulse, consider their worth and their        
utilization, ask yourself, do you really need this? If 
you think that you can live without it then cross it out 
on your list. 

To help build up your Self Development, consider 
taking a financial class or workshop in your area.  
There are many great classes, some meet weekly or 
you can contact a financial advisor.   Just make sure 
that you are not paying too much for the services. 

Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 
Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St. 
   Springfield, IL  62702      For more information, call 522-9381 
 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2010  
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

S e l f  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
H a n d l i n g  F i n a n c e s  
By Igor Silva 
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“What do you want to be when you grow up?” The 
question is asked with a twinkle when one is six, with 
curiosity in high school, anxiety by college then sarcasm 
if the basement is still occupied into the 30's. Kids aren't 
dumb. They figure out which answer plays best with 
adults and gets them to go away. Telling the truth often 
leads to arguments. For example, when I told people I 
wanted to be a poet, the response was inevitably, “You 
can't make a living at that!” Actually, some do, but the 
stereotype of the starving artist in a garret (where do you 
even find a garret anymore?) loomed large in my        
parents' view of career choices. I learned that saying I 
planned to be an English professor worked out much, 
much better all the way around. 
 
 No one seemed to begrudge my English degree and I 
dutifully got a job at a Fortune 500 company and used 
their tuition reimbursement program to earn an MBA 
which was ever so popular in the 80's before Enron and 
the 'greed is good' crowd sullied it. I had Evan Picone 
suits, Badolino tassle loafers and a leather briefcase. 
And somehow all that money wasn't enough to stuff the 
poetry-sized hole in my heart. I found more satisfaction 
in career development as a field but not to write seemed 
a betrayal of what was most real about me. 
 
 Well, the good news is that a “career” is not just paid 
employment. I'm happy with my day job with the state 
but it's wonderful nowadays to belong to two writing 
groups and have friends who care deeply about the writ-
ten word, too. 
 
 October was a busy month for me in my real calling. On 
the 7th the Springfield Poets & Writers (SPW) group had 
their second Poets & Painters event with Prairie Art   
Alliance where writers chose from among displayed 
artworks, crafted framed poems to go with them, then 
read at gallery events. That requires three distinct skills: 
writing the poem, framing it in an artistic fashion, and 
then public speaking to verbally present the work—my 
kind of triathalon! You can see some of the results at 
http://poetsandpainters2010.blogspot.com/ The 20th we 
had our regular monthly open mic at Robbie's, and     
between that venue and the no name writers group meet-
ings, I figured out what was wrong with one poem and 
revised it so it delivered on the promise of its humorous 
title, “Pandora Opens Facebook.” 
 
As I write this, it's Oct. 23rd and I'm profoundly relieved 
that the two events I organized came off successfully, 

which is to say that in both cases, the audience outnum-
bered the readers. The first was “The Raven, the Witch 
and the Bookstore” for Barnes & Noble storytime where 
we had two members of SPW and the six from the 
Witches Who-Ha costuming group reading children's 
books. B&N anticipated a couple of dozen kids but we 
had far more, perhaps as many as 60 wee ones and their 
parents. There were tiny lions, ballerinas, fairies and 
Darth Vaders, only a few taller than my waist. We read 
eight books to them in 40 minutes which seemed just 
about right. They were surprisingly good, attentive and 
responsive to cues about when to yell, “Boo!” It was fun 
to declaim stories and rhymes, perhaps inspiring        
children to love words, too. 
 
 In between I had enough time to get to Target to buy 
apple cider and cookies, then head over to The Party 
Tree (alas, closed by the time you read this, another 
business dragged down by the recession.) There we had 
an SPW open microphone event, “Halloween Poetry 
Masque & Stories from the Darkside” in the costume 
area just outside the vortex tunnel. We advertised it as 
“poems to make you shiver and stories that will go bump 
in the night” and we had truly chilling moments!        
Remember scary stories by the campfire? We had some 
that were in the same vein, plus poems on the subtle    
horrors of middle age. One member read rhymes of 
ways to get killed in Alaska—OK, so grizzly bears may 
chase bicyclists within the city limits of Anchorage but 
on the other hand, I bet no one one ever suffocates in a 
grain silo! Each area has its own dangers and what      
Illinois lacks in treacherous glaciers I'm sure we make 
up in run amok combines. 
 
 And some of you may have seen the writers on Jackie 
Jackson's porch during our Oct. 2nd house tour as we 
promoted our poetry, novels, and essays. I was happy to 
sell a few copies of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life because it's about Enos Park. 
My regret is that we arrived late and missed Abe Lincoln 
but I sure enjoyed the crisp autumn day and the com-
pany of other writers. I like to say that I've hit the small 
time—a book of my columns, a few published poems 
and book reviews, a reputation in the Springfield writing 
community. The important thing is being true to myself 
and using words to connect with people. It was fine, 
truly fine, to meet you, the readers of this column, that 
day. Thank you for your kind comments and may you, 
too, find what makes you happy and the time to do it!! 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is author of At Home in the Park:  
Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life about  

Springfield in general and Enos Park in particular. 
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